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All education during school hours is free. We do not charge for any activity undertaken as part of the
National Curriculum.

Principles of a Charging Policy

Education provided by any maintained school should be free of charge if it takes place wholly or mainly
during school hours. Governing Bodies are required to formulate, and keep under review, their own
policies in respect of charges and remissions arrangements. No charge can be levied unless such a
policy is in place. Charging and remissions policies adopted by Governing Bodies must meet the
requirements of the law.

This Charging Policy sets out details of the provision and types of case for which it is proposed to make
charges. Schools are expected to review their remissions policies in relation to children who are entitled
to free school meals and may want to consider remissions for instrumental or vocal tuition for siblings of
pupils already receiving instrumental or vocal tuition. When organising school trips or visits which
enrich the curriculum and educational experience of the children, the school invites parents to
contribute voluntarily to the cost of the trip. All pupils participate, irrespective of parental contributions.

Parents have a right to know how each trip is funded. The school provides this information on request.

Principles of a Remissions Policy

The Remissions Policy sets out the circumstances in which charges will be remitted in whole or in part.
Section 457 of the Education Act 1996 states where a parent is in receipt of prescribed benefits or
allowances, their child is entitled to free board and lodging on a residential trip.

The prescribed benefits are:

* Universal Credit

* Income-based Jobseeker’'s Allowance

* Support under Part V1 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

* Child Tax Credit, provided the parent is not entitled to Working Tax Credit and their annual income
does not exceed the current government threshold

* Pension Credit.

As a statutory minimum, they should provide for complete remission of board and lodging charges to
pupils whose parents receive the prescribed benefits above if the activity is deemed to take place
during school hours, or out of school hours, but is covered by the criteria set out in paragraph 19 of
DfES Circular 2/89, i.e. no charge for any activity provided to:

« Fulfil any requirements specified in the syllabus for a prescribed public examination.



« Specifically fulfil statutory duties relating to the National Curriculum.
* Specifically fulfil statutory duties relating to Religious Education.

Voluntary Contributions by Parents

Parents may be invited to make voluntary contributions towards the cost of an activity for which a
charge may be made, but such requests will make it clear that there is no obligation to contribute.
Pupils will not be treated differently according to whether their parents have agreed to make a voluntary
contribution.

If a trip is planned mainly within school hours, i.e. 50% or more of the trip, including transport time, is
within school hours, parents may be invited to contribute, but no pupil will be excluded from the trip
because their parents have not contributed. Charges made to parents will not exceed the actual cost of
the activity in order, for example, to raise additional funds to cover any short fall caused by parents
opting not to contribute, although there is nothing to prevent other parents making a voluntary
contribution over and above that cost.

Residential visits

If the school organises a residential visit in school time or mainly school time, which is to provide
education related directly to the National Curriculum, we do not make any charge for the education.
However, we do make a charge to cover the costs of board, lodging, insurance and travel expenses. If
parents are experiencing financial difficulty, they are invited to write in confidence to the Executive
Headteacher. Parents will also be given the option of a payment plan to spread the costs of the
residential visit.

Music tuition

All children study music as part of the normal school curriculum. We do not charge for this.

Where there is tuition over and above the requirements of the National Curriculum and/or an approved
examination syllabus, where this takes place during the school day and is subject to the parent/carer
requesting the tuition, a charge may be made.

Children in the care of the Local Authority will continue to be entitled to free tuition.

Breakfast Club
There is a daily charge for pupils attending Breakfast Club. Details are available on request from the
school office.

After School Clubs
There is a daily charge for after school childcare. Details are available on request from the school
office.

School Clubs at Lunchtime and After School
Sports clubs and activities run by members of school staff are free for pupils to attend.

Swimming

The schools organise swimming lessons for all children from Year 1 upwards. These take place in
school time and are part of the National Curriculum. We do not charge for this activity. We inform
parents when these lessons are to take place, and we seek the parents' written permission for their
children to take part.

Nursery
Any additional sessions that your child takes will be charged for and must be paid in advance.

Charging Parents for Breakages and Fines

Parents may be asked to pay a voluntary contribution towards the cost of replacing a broken window or
a defaced, damaged or lost textbook etc. where this is the result of a pupil’s behaviour. At The Fenland
Federation, the Governing Body will consider individual cases.



Income from Donations

Occasionally, the school will seek voluntary donations from events such as non-uniform days,
sponsorships etc. The purpose for which the donation will be used is explained clearly to parents and
visitors. Income from this is recorded in the School Fund account.

School Meals
The Fenland Federation provides hot meals using a third party who arrange payments directly with
parents.

Policy Monitoring & Review

This policy will be reviewed by the governing body every year.

This policy was revised by the Governing Body of The Fenland Federation of Schools at the Governors’
meeting in December 2025.



